Glenwood F Tolson
April 20, 1916 - July 13, 2015

Glenwood F. Tolson, 99, of Mt. Pleasant, died Monday, July 13, 2015 at Arbor Court in Mt.
Pleasant.
The funeral service for Mr. Tolson will be 11:00 AM on Friday, July 17 at the Iowa
Wesleyan College Chapel, 601 N. Main Street, in Mt. Pleasant. The Reverend William
Smith will officiate. Burial will be in the Forest Home Cemetery, Mt. Pleasant, with Military
Honors conducted by the Henry County Honor Guard. Friends may call from 12 Noon to
8:00 PM on Thursday at the First Presbyterian Church, 902 South Walnut Street, Mt.
Pleasant. The family will be present to receive friends from 4-8 PM on Thursday. The
Kimzey Funeral Home, 213 North Main Street, Mt. Pleasant, is assisting the family with
the arrangements.
Those considering an expression of sympathy may direct memorials to the Tolson Music
Scholarship at Iowa Wesleyan College, the Henry Country Heritage Center for the
restoration of the former Second Baptist Church or Great River Hospice. Online
condolences may be directed to www.kimzeyfuneralhome.com.
Glenwood Floyd Tolson was born April 20, 1916 in Clarence, MO. He was the son of
Walter and Flossie Ellen (Bradshaw) Tolson. He attended school at the Dalton Vocational
School in Dalton, MO and the Western Baptist Seminary in Missouri. His family moved to
New London in 1935. He entered Iowa Wesleyan College to earn an Associate Degree in
Teaching, simultaneously working in maintenance at the college and being the first black
student to play in the college band. His degree was conferred in 1940. On April 30, 1940
in Ft. Madison, IA, Glenwood was united in marriage to Ailleen Rebecca Turner. Mrs.
Tolson died June 10, 2009 at their residence in Mt. Pleasant.
After college, Mr. Tolson ran a shoe shine stand at Lamm’s Barbershop in Mt. Pleasant.
Dr. W. A. Sternberg, MD, a barbershop patron, asked Glenwood to become his chauffer.
He did so until Glenwood was called to the service of his country. He entered the United
States Army of November 27, 1943 at Camp Dodge, IA. He was assigned to the 544 Port
Company, 507 Port Battalion. He was honorably discharged on December 13, 1945 at
Camp Grant, Illinois as a Tech Sergeant with the following commendations: 3 Overseas
Service Bars, the European African Middle Eastern Theater Ribbon with 2 Bronze Battle

Stars, the Good Conduct and World War II Victory Medals.
Upon his return from service, Glenwood returned to work as Dr. Sternberg’s chauffer. He
then became the custodian for the Henry County Savings Bank, a position he held for 40+
years. Prior to municipal supported refuse service, Glenwood formed his own trash
hauling business for sometimes over 100 customers. He worked hauling grain, coal and
sand for the AD Hayes Feed & Grain Co. Glenwood operated the mail delivery service
between the train depot and post office. Glenwood raised hogs and for 12 years, was a
carpenter for the LJ Roth Reconstruction Company. He built 4 homes of his own in Mt.
Pleasant including his last residence.
Mr. Tolson was a member of Second Baptist Church, serving as a deacon. He was a
member and former chaplain of the American Legion Robert Tribby Post #58. In 1965,
Glenwood was invited to help form the Southeast Community Action Agency. A member of
the National Association of Community Action, he represented the local group in regional
meetings and served as President of the Community Action board of Directors in Des
Moines. For his 47 years of service to Community Action, the center in Mt. Pleasant was
named the Tolson Community Action Center and Glenwood received the moniker of “Mr.
Community Action”. He received the Iowa Governor’s Award and in Nashville, TN, was
bestowed with the Jane Thomas Volunteer Recognition Award in 1997. Since 1936,
Glenwood was a member of a men’s prayer groups which met in various locations, most
recently at his home. He was a member of the Ministerial Alliance of Henry County. For 20
years beginning in 1981, he shared the position of Head Usher for the Iowa Wesleyan
College Commencement Ceremonies.
Those thankful for sharing in Glenwood’s life include his four children – Mildred R. “Millie”
Dawson and her husband Henry Leo of Cedar Rapids; Carolyn Rumph of Madison, WI,
Jaquelyn R. “Jaqui” Tolson of Burlington and Gerald H. “Jerry” Tolson and his wife Karen
of Louisville, KY; 7 grandchildren, 10 great grandchildren and 5 great great grandchildren,
as well as numerous people who considered Glenwood a father figure.
His parents, his wife, 2 brothers – R.L. & Howard Tolson, a sister – Dorothy Tolson and an
adopted sister – Wanda Rea Dickson precede Glenwood in death.
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Comments

“

I was teaching in Keota when Jerry Tolson landed in Sigourney. The band program
rose to a higher quality quickly. The rest of the band department added to what was
happening at the high school. And again Jerry's mom and dad was everywhere that
the Sigourney band was playing. Sigourney had one of the best bands in the
SICLconference.
Also Mr Jerry Tolson would send some of his students to Keota and some of my
students would "decorate" my property....LOL.
Mr Glenwood was born in my home town of Clarence Missouri...of course, before my
time.
Bless the Tolson family.....Nolan Schwada

Nolan Schwada - July 18, 2015 at 10:50 AM

“

I was blessed to meet Glenwood and Aileen late in their lives. They were among the
first people I visited for the African American Museum of Iowa. As they shared their
stories, I realized that their lives transcended Mount Pleasant, Iowa, and even our
nation. Glenwood shared about his birth and childhood in Missouri, his life as a
student, his service in World War II, and the choices he faced as a young African
American with a teaching degree in Iowa. Among all of the other stories about his
work and his life, none told more than that. He knew that if he wanted to teach, he
would have to move back to Missouri, where he could get a job in the segregated
schools, but that his children would grow up in a segregated society, with subpar
educational facilities, in a place that was harsh. Or he could live in Iowa, have his
children attend the community schools, face some issues, but all in all, his kids would
have a better life--but not teach, as Iowa schools were not hiring black teachers at
that time. He chose Iowa, and the welfare of his kids, over his personal ambitions. It
was an honor to write about him in articles in our newsletter, to make sure his story
was preserved through oral histories and archives in the Museum collection, and
mostly, to have the chance to meet a man who defined the meaning of greatness.

Joe Nolte - July 17, 2015 at 01:52 PM

“

I am thankful for the life-long memories I have of Glenwood and, of course, Aileen.
Glenwood was a natural teacher, historian, and motivator who inspired those he
came in contact with. I am blessed to have been able to visit Glenwood three weeks
ago during a weekend trip to see my parents. What a gift! May God continue to bless
and keep the Tolson family.
Sandra (McCane) Brown

Sandra Brown - July 17, 2015 at 11:45 AM

“

Rev.Jerome Jones lit a candle in memory of Glenwood F Tolson

Rev.Jerome Jones - July 17, 2015 at 10:45 AM

“

My thoughts and prayers are with the Tolson Family on the passing of a wonderful
man, Glenwood F. Tolson. As the drummer for the Jerry Tolson jazz group, I enjoyed
the opportunity to visit Mount Pleasant Iowa on numerous occasions and become
associated with Glenwood and his family. He will be much remembered and has truly
left a legacy by way of his family and his impact on his friends and his community.
Dwight D. Dozier

Dwight D. Dozier - July 16, 2015 at 03:24 PM

“

79 years ago Glenwood brought Dr. Sternberg to a farm house on the airport road so
he could deliver a baby girl namely me. We knew Glenwood and he indeed was a
man of integrity. He worked hard to make a living for his family and after my Mother
and I moved to Mt. Pleasant from the farm he picked up our trash. We had a bunch
of tomato plants that he was to take and he asked if we cared if he took the tomatoes
home with him. We said of course if you can use them. He said he and his wife (he
always called her Mamma) would wrap the green tomatoes in newspaper and put
them in the basement so they could have tomatoes later on. The world needs more
people like Glenwood. God bless his family as he will truly be missed.
Sally Wandling Vickroy and Larry Vickroy

Sally Wandling Vickroy - July 16, 2015 at 02:01 PM

“

Frances J. Strauss and Stephen W. Horton and family purchased the Divine Peace
Bouquet for the family of Glenwood F Tolson.

Frances J. Strauss and Stephen W. Horton and family - July 16, 2015 at 01:46 PM

“

Jackie, With deepest sympathy and condolences to you and your family. We will
keep you in our prayers. My your father R.I.P
Frances J. Strauss and Stephen W. Horton and family.

Frances Strauss - July 16, 2015 at 12:34 PM

“

“

Jaqui let me know if you need anything. Fran
Frances - July 16, 2015 at 05:07 PM

Jerry Tolson ( Glenwood's son ) was our High School Band Instructor in Sigourney,
Iowa, where he taught for five years. Jerry was a class act and demonstrated how to
do all things well. He had a strong work ethic and professionalism that was passed
on to many of his students as so many have become successful professionals; many
in the music field. One of my memories of Glenwood is that he and Ailleen never
missed a concert and also attended many contests. As my folks supported their kids,
Glenwood and Ailleen supported Jerry. Anyone in the Sigourney Band during that
time remembers Mr. and Mrs. T. with fondness. I know that any former students of
Jerry's send their prayers and condolences to the entire Tolson family. May God
Bless you all...Bruce Peiffer ( band instructor )

Bruce Peiffer - July 16, 2015 at 07:29 AM

“

Jaqui, you and your family are in my thought and prayers. You have always been a
great daughter, He is smiling down on you. If you need anything at all please call me.
Lauri Lille

Lauri Lillie - July 15, 2015 at 08:00 PM

“

Another wonderful Mt Pleasant Icon being sent off to Heaven......it was a pleasure
knowing you Glenwood! You've been an inspiration to more than you ever realized
and we know your family will rest easy now knowing that you are at peace as well.

Kenny & Peg Welcher - July 15, 2015 at 07:47 PM

“

Glenwood’s family is in our thoughts and prayers. May you take comfort in knowing
we are remembering him and honoring his memory at Iowa Wesleyan College.
Glenwood received the Alumni Service Award in 2009. He will long be remembered
not only for his service, but for his humble perseverance and drive. Southeast Iowa
has lost a champion.

Anita Hampton, IWC Alumni Director - July 15, 2015 at 12:05 PM

“

Dear Children of Ailleen and Glenwood,
While I was Jaqui's pastor, your parents were active in our church. It was a great
privilege to share in their lives and to listen to your Dad's words of wisdom and
encouragement. Both your parents were an inspiration and role model to me, as well
as many others. They will be missed and fondly remembered.
As the mantle of leadership is passed to the four of you, I am confident you will
continue to embody those endearing qualities that were in your parents - integrity,
humility, compassion, and courage. Blessings on each one of you with all your gifts,
talents, and diverse lives.
Fondly,
Jerry Kelly

Jerry Kelly - July 15, 2015 at 10:56 AM

“

My Son and I were fortunate to have visited Glenwood last month. Some of my
fondest memories were just listening to him share stories about his childhood, history
and the many obstacles he conquered. Always full of wisdom and encouragement!
Such a blessing! He will be greatly missed!

Teresa McCane - July 15, 2015 at 09:30 AM

“

I always remember when I would go to the post office to see my dad Glenwood
would always tell me to get in his glove box of his truck and there was Tootsie Rolls
or bubble gum. Such a wonderful man, the will never be one like him. Lori Young
Druppel

lori young druppel - July 15, 2015 at 07:22 AM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Glenwood F Tolson.

July 15, 2015 at 06:48 AM

“

Glenwood was a great man and a great friend. Many memories of Bible studies and
sharing. He is a tremendous example for all of us.

RG Conlee - July 15, 2015 at 05:37 AM

“

Kelly Buhs lit a candle in memory of Glenwood F Tolson

Kelly Buhs - July 15, 2015 at 01:30 AM

“

Nancy Wathen lit a candle in memory of Glenwood F Tolson

nancy wathen - July 14, 2015 at 10:09 PM

“

I had the honor and privilege for many occasions to be Glenwood's "date" to the
service awards banquets held for Burlington Medical Center/Great River Medical
Center. Since I worked with Jaqui and shared an anniversary year, I used my extra
person slot for him to go and attend for her. It will always be a fond memory of mine
to have done this for her and for him. Many prayers for you and your family, Jaqui.
He is resting easily with your mother in the arms of the Lord. May God Bless you
during this difficult time. Much love!

Wendy Rutherford - July 14, 2015 at 09:52 PM

“

Sandi Mills lit a candle in memory of Glenwood F Tolson

Sandi Mills - July 14, 2015 at 09:41 PM

“

If I were to name a person that I admired my whole life, it would be Glenwood Tolson. A
man who gave so much and never asked for anything in return. I used to so look forward to
my chats with him when he stopped by my house. God speed Glenwood and I must admit
you were one of my few heroes. You may have been humble but you were a Prince of love
and peace. Sandi Ford Mills

Sandi Mills - July 14, 2015 at 09:47 PM

“

One day a couple of years ago, I took some shawls over to the hospital for the Cancer
patients. I had my granddaughter Baylee with me. He was in one of the rooms talking to a
nurse. We entered the room and said what we were doing there and then Glenwood started
singing a hymn to us. Baylee and I just stood there and cried. iT was an awesome moment
and one we remember with Love. Our deepest sympathies aare with you all.
Sherrie Pfeiffer
Sherrie Pfeiffer - July 14, 2015 at 10:05 PM

“

sorry for your loss he was a good man your family is in our thoughts and prayers

cindy french - July 14, 2015 at 06:26 PM

“

One day I was in the break room at work talking with Glenwood. Glenwood said no
matter how sore and stiff he feels in the morning, he gets up and starts moving
around. Glenwood said as he goes through the day, he becomes less sore and more
flexible. He told me, "Never stop moving". I live by that now!

Tamee DeCoursey - July 14, 2015 at 06:08 PM

“

What a long and wonderful blessed life you lived! God has you now in His loving
arms! I'm truly blessed to hold many fond and some funny memories. God bless you
all,
Diane McCane Bland

Diane McCane Bland - July 14, 2015 at 05:58 PM

“

A LIFE WELL LIVED. MEMORIES WILL BE PASSED ON FOR GENERATIONS.

Quetta McCane - July 14, 2015 at 05:38 PM

“

I grew up on winfield ave......from 3rd grade till i graduated i walked by Mr. Tolsons
house to go to school.......he always had a kind word and a friendly wave and friendly
smile....... I remeber he came to our 3rd grade class and spoke of living during the
times of segregation and what life was like........ The amazing man he was to his
neighbors community and all that knew him will most definitely be missed.......it wont
be the same driving through the neighborhood and not see him..........God bless you
Mr. Tolson if any one deserves their wings to heaven you most certainly do!

Barbara. Logan - July 14, 2015 at 04:35 PM

“

My fondest memory is one which I did not actually witness, but which is vivid in my
mind. My father and Glenwood worked for the Henry County Savings Bank for many
years. After they both retired, a brutally hot summer day in Iowa found them working
together again to put a roof on a shed (or house, I don't recall exactly). As the
temperatures rose above 104, neither one wanted to stop before it was finished.
Neither one wanted to be the first to stop working. No surprise that Glenwood, ten
years older than Dad, easily outlasted him on that roof. Not only a talented, intelligent
and gracious man, Glenwood was hard working, enterprising and dedicated to his
family and community. He will be missed by many. Kathy (Norris) Prestidge, Appleton
WI.

Kathryn Prestidge - July 14, 2015 at 03:56 PM

“

Thoughts and prayers for the Tolson family. Was our privilege to have known this loving
man who did so much for the community. Angels in heaven must be rejoicing as their
beloved son has returned home. We truly were blessed to have known Mr. Tolson. ~Mike &
Deb Lee
Deb Lee - July 15, 2015 at 08:30 PM

“

Mr. and Mrs. Glenwood Tolson were the greatest supporters of the Sigourney High School
Band program. I can see their smiling faces when they attended our concerts and contests.
The impact the Tolsons have had is infinite and continues as the generations of the
musicians share the gift that the Tolsons have so graciously shared. God bless you and
your family, Mr. Tolson. It is still hard to call you Jerry.
Laura Hahn Hanna
Laura Hahn Hanna - July 16, 2015 at 06:06 PM

